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Roger Ascham, Thomas Lodge and Thomas Kyd each 
produced at least one L that looks like Peele's and 
Oxford's, but they did not do so habitually. 

Oxford and Peele also share the unusual quirk of 
often using a capital Tin the middle or at the end of a 
word, especially when that T follows ans. This quirk is 
not exclusive to them, as I find examples in Thomas 
Kyd's, Abraham Fraunce's and George Turbervile's 
handwriting. But none of the other above-mentioned 
writers' samples exhibit it, nor do those of John Marston 
or Mary Sidney, nor does any writer seem to make a 
habit of doing so except Turbervile. As Figure 8 shows, 
the similarity of the Ts used by Peele and Oxford is 
striking. 
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Figure 8 

The three letters ending the word eldesT in Peele's 
letter are identical to those ending cresT in Peele's 
manuscript. These two words are presented successively 
in Figure 8. In short, whoever wrote Peele's letter wrote 
his manuscript as well. 

No other writer whose work appears in Literary 
Autographs shares two of those handwriting quirks, 
much less all three of them. If you look carefully at 
Peele's and Oxford's writing, you will find that their 
lower-case e's, b's and l's are also the same. Another 
shared feature is their rigid adherence to horizontal 
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linearity, as if their papers had invisible lines to which 
they were conforming. 

The cumulative effect of the similarities in the two 
sets of writing, especially as opposed to the writing of 
their contemporaries, indicates that Edward de Vere, 17th 

Earl of Oxford, hand wrote both the manuscript of 
Anglorum Feriae and "Peele's only extant letter."10 

There is one more record of Peele's handwriting. A 
receipt from the University of Oxford dated May 26, 
1583, shows that "George Peele" was paid £20 (an 
amount equal to $10,000 in today's money) "in respect 
of the playes and entertaynemt of the palatine laskie," 
the Polish count. Biographers have concluded that the 
payment is a director's or technical director's fee. On the 
handwritten receipt, within the line, "Received by me 
George Peele the xxvjth day of May," the name "George 
Peele" is written in a different hand and at a different 
slope, indicating that it was inserted (see Figure 9). (It 
seems the clerk did not know which Voice Oxford 
planned to credit for the task. 
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Figure 9 

Figure 10 shows that the signature on Peele's letter 
in Figure 1 is by the same hand as the inserted 
"George Peele" and the signature "Geo. Peele" on the 
receipt shown in Figure 10. All letters are identically 
rendered except the l in the letter's signature, which is 
nevertheless similar. 
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